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Headteacherôs Message 

One of the greatest privileges of being a part of the Bishop Vaughan community is 

witnessing daily the dedication, compassion and enthusiasm that characterise our pupils. 

Whether itôs through their academic progress, their participation in extracurricular activities 

or their service to others, they unfailingly demonstrate the very best of what it means to be 

part of a Catholic school family. Their efforts throughout this term have ð as always ð 

been inspiring, and I speak for all staff and governors in saying how immensely proud we 

are of the way theyôve embraced the opportunities available to them. We hope you enjoy 

reading about them in this newsletter! 

 

This term has been focused on our journey of preparation for Easter. In addition 

to the usual weekly Masses, there have been many further special opportunities 

for prayer and reflection, and in these our pupils have shown clear willingness 

to deepen their understanding of faith. The Lenten Programme, centred this 

year on Pope Leo XIVôs message encouraging us to ñcultivate kindnessò, has 

been a powerful reminder of the importance of compassion in our relationships. 

The activities undertaken have included charitable fundraising and reflective 

tasks, with these encouraging pupils to think carefully about how they can bring 

faith to life through everyday actions. Iôm very grateful to the Religious Studies 

department, our chaplaincy team and all staff who contribute to making these 

vital opportunities meaningful for our pupils. 

 

Alongside these spiritual experiences, this term has seen a wealth of academic and 

extracurricular achievement. Our Performing Arts department has had a particularly busy 

term, with a hugely successful school production showcasing the talents of more than sixty 

pupils. The professionalism and joy evident in each performance certainly highlighted the 

skill of our performers, as well as the dedication of the staff who supported them. It was 

particularly special to welcome our cluster primary pupils for several of these 

performances, about which you can read more on page 6! 

 

In classrooms across the school, pupils have continued to work with determination, and 

many of them have already achieved great success. The UKMT Intermediate Maths 

Challenge results were excellent, and our congratulations go to all who took part ð

especially those receiving Gold, Silver and Bronze awards. All departments have also had 

busy terms filled with trips, competitions and creative learning opportunities. These 

experiences enrich our curriculum and allow pupils to apply their learning in meaningful 

contexts. 

 

This has also been a term of exceptional accomplishment within sport. From basketball and 

football triumphs to national achievements in karate and archery, our pupils have shone 

across a wide range of sports. As we know, success on this level requires a strong 

commitment to training, and this level of discipline leads ultimately to 

success not only in the sport in question, but in life more widely. We 

wish all teams and individuals all the very best as they move into the 

summer termôs competitions, including those heading to national finals! 
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Headteacherôs Message 

Our Sixth Form pupils have also represented the school admirably, whether through super-

curricular involvement, leading the School Council, subject-specific visits, Duke of 

Edinburgh or university outreach events.  

 

The School Council continue to shape the life of the school in meaningful ways, and I am 

grateful to them for representing their peers so thoughtfully. 

 

This term has also seen the ALN and Inclusion departmentôs enhancement of alreadyï

outstanding with the establishment of the new sensory room, which has quickly become a 

highly valued space within the school. Pupilsô involvement in the Great Big School Clean 

demonstrated their commitment to our shared environment and to living out the virtues of 

being intentional and prophetic ð this termôs focus within the Catholic Pupil Profile.  

 

Reading continues to play a central role in our culture as a school, and it was wonderful to 

see the enthusiasm around World Book Day this term. The creativity of the costumes, the 

excitement around author visits and the ongoing success of our First Friday Book Stalls all 

reflect a thriving reading community. As this newsletter highlights, engaging with books is 

about far more than academic progress; it fosters imagination, empathy and a lifelong love 

of learning. I hope families will enjoy exploring the reading recommendations included later 

in this newsletter as we move towards the Easter break. 

 

As ever, Iôm deeply grateful to our parents and carers and all 

members of our school community for your continued 

partnership. Your supportðwhether through attending events, 

encouraging good attendance, helping with revision routines or 

simply maintaining strong communication with usðmakes a 

significant difference to the lives of our pupils. Education is a 

collaborative journey, and I am thankful for the trust you place 

in us each day.  

 

As we now enter the Easter season, I encourage all pupils to take time to rest, reflect and 

spend quality time with family and friends. For those preparing for examinations, revision 

will undoubtedly form part of the break, but it is just as important to balance work with 

wellbeing.  

 

We look forward to welcoming everyone back on Monday 13th April for what promises to 

be an exciting and purposeful summer term, filled with events including our 60th 

anniversary concert and our annual Festival of Culture. 

 
May the joy and hope of Easter bring peace to all members of our community. Thank you 
once again for your continued support. I wish you a happy, holy and restful Easterð 
 

Mrs. E. Pole 
Headteacher 
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School Term and Holiday Dates 2025-2026 

 

The staff and governors wish 

all parents, carers and pupils  

a happy and holy Easter.  

Gan ddymuno Pasg hapus a sanctaidd ichi. 

 

 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

The decision was taken by our regional consortium, that no absences due to holidays 

during term times will be authorised by Headteachers. This means absences that are due to 

pupils being taken on holidays during term time will be recorded as unauthorised. 

 

As a school we actively encourage parents not to take holidays during term time so that 

children can fully benefit from the opportunities their school provides. If children are not in 

school, they cannot learn. 

The full academic year school calendar is 
available to view on our website. 

 

www.bishopvaughan.co.uk/term-dates 

   HALF TERM  HOLIDAYS   

Term Term begins Begins Ends Term ends 

Autumn 
2025 

Monday 1st    
September 

Monday 27th 
October 

Friday 1st  
October 

Friday 19th 
December 

Spring 
2026 

Monday 5th 
January 

Monday 16th 
February 

Friday 20th 
February 

Friday 27th  
March 

Summer 
2026 

Monday 13th 
April 

Monday 25th 
May 

Friday 29th 
May 

Monday 20th  
July 

Bank Holidays 

Friday 3rd April  - Good Friday 

Monday 6th April - Easter Monday 

Monday 4th May - May Day 

Monday 25th May -  Spring Bank     

Holiday 

Dates for your Diary 

The last day of term for pupils is Friday 

27th March; school closes at 3.00pm.  

All pupils return to school on Monday 

13th April 2026. This will be week one 

of the timetable. 

Monday 20th July - INSET Day 
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Easter Services 

Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter are the central focus of 
the Churchôs year. The liturgical rites for each of the days are 
an essential support to understanding the Christian message. A 
list of the Parishes and their contact details are below. 
 
We wish you a happy and Holy Easter. 
 

Blessed Sacrament (Father Clement Oloruntoba OP)  
Tel: 01792 892722 

www.parishofgorseinon.org 
 

Cathedral Church of St. Joseph  
(Rev. Phillip Harries) 
Tel: 01792 652683 

www.meneviacathedral.org 
 

Holy Cross (Father Cyril Thadathil)  
Tel: 01792 586454 

www.holycrossmenevia.com 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes (Rev Chriso Titto Neriamparampil) 
Tel: 01792 655336 

www.facebook.com/swanseatownhill 
 

Our Lady Star of the Sea (Rev Michael Akpoghiran OP and Rev Jude Akpobasa OP) 
Tel: 01792 367283 

www.ourladystaroftheseamumbles.org.uk 
 

Sacred Heart Morriston (Canon Jason Jones and Father Roderich Teriote) 
Tel: 01792 771053 

www.sacredheartmorriston.org.uk 
 

Sacred Heart Ystradgynlais (Fr Saji Matthew) 
Tel: 01792 842244 

www.sacredheartystradgynlais.org.uk 
 

St. Benedictôs Clydach (Father Saji Matthew) 
Tel: 01792 842244 

 
St. Benedictôs Sketty (Father John Browne) 

Tel: 01792 202447 
www.stbenedictsketty.org 

 
St. Brideôs Pontarddulais (Father Clement Oloruntoba OP)  

Tel: 01792 892722 
 

St. Davidôs (Canon Paul Watson and Rev Gregory Beckett) 
Tel: 01792 653343 

www.stdavids.wix.com/website 
 

St. Illtydôs (Canon Paul Watson and Rev Gregory Beckett) 
Tel: 01792 424107 

 
St. Joachimôs (Father John Browne) 

Tel: 01792 201046 
www.gowercatholic.com 

 
St. Peterôs (Father Cyril Thadathil)  

Tel: 01792 586454 

https://www.parishofgorseinon.org/
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Performing Arts  

Our recent school production was a true highlight of the term! Over 60 students from 

across all year groups were involved, both on stage and behind the scenes. From 

acting, singing and dancing, to lighting, sound and front-of-house roles, pupils 

certainly showcased impressive skills and the audiences for all shows were 

exceptionally impressed! 

The performances were high-energy and captivating, showcasing the dedication of 

both our talented pupils and committed staff. Each evening, we were joined by a 

different feeder primary school whose pupils formed a fantastic ensemble choir, 

adding even more vibrancy to the show. It was particularly wonderful to see younger 

pupils taking part as part of the Orphan ensemble, fully embracing the excitement of 

live performance! 
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Performing Arts 
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Performing Arts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Year 9 students recently took part in an inspiring Careers Day at Swansea 
Arena focused on the creative industries.  
 
Through a series of engaging workshops led by industry professionals, pupils 
explored areas such as music production, television design and acting.  
 
 
This event celebrated the talents of our most creative students and it also helped 
them to understand the wide range of career opportunities available within 
performing arts, music and film.  
 
Pupils showed great curiosity, creativity and enthusiasm throughout the day. 
 
 

 
 
We are now looking forward to an exciting upcoming event as we celebrate 60 years 
of the school with a special celebratory concert in July! This promises to be a 
fantastic occasion, bringing together past and present students, as well as members 
of the wider community.  
 
The concert will feature a rich and varied programme including orchestral 
performances, choir pieces, production work, solos, duets and some special 
surprise guests! 
 

It has been a pleasure to see so many pupils involved in performing arts this term, 

developing their skills and also building confidence, forming friendships and ð most 

importantly ð enjoying every moment of their experiences within performing arts. 

Thank you to our parents and carers who support our pupilsô involvement in these 

activities and the associated events throughout the year! 
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ALN and Inclusion  

It has been another busy term for ALN and Inclusion pupils, who have taken part in 

a wide range of exciting activities and learning experiences since January. 

Pupils across the department have 

made excellent use of the newly opened 

sensory room. This dedicated space 

enables pupils to participate in sensory 

circuits designed to support regulation 

and readiness for learning. Activities 

include resistance exercises, deep 

pressure input, calming and stimulating 

scents, and the exploration of sensory 

materials such as grains and textured 

objects. These circuits help pupils to 

either activate their senses and prepare for learning or to calm their bodies when 

required, and the room has quickly become an important part of the provision. 

 

During March, pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9E took part in the Great Big School Clean. 

They began by surveying the school grounds to identify the areas where litter most 

commonly collects, before working together with litter pickers and bags to improve 

these spaces.  
 

Pupils collected a substantial 

amount of litter and showed real 

commitment to improving the 

school environment, tackling 

even the more challenging 

areas beneath trees and shrubs 

where larger quantities of 

rubbish tends to gather.  

 

In lessons, pupils also explored 

the wider impact of litter on 

wildlife, local environments and 

communities. Their efforts will 

contribute to the evidence 

required for the renewal of the 

schoolôs Eco Schools Green 

Flag Award, and their dedication 

to caring for their surroundings 

has been highly commendable. 
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Religious Studies Department News 

Weekly Mass 
 
Each week, we are blessed to gather together for our voluntary school Mass, a 
pivotal moment of prayer and community at Bishop Vaughan. Attendance is 
excellent, with pupils showing great commitment to joining together in worship. The 
atmosphere throughout is always deeply reverent, reflecting the respect and 
maturity our pupils bring to these celebrations. 
 
We extend our heartfelt thanks to Fr John, our school chaplain, for leading us with 
such warmth and kindness. His insight and pastoral care are appreciated by our 
pupils, and his presence continues to guide and inspire our school community in 
faith. We are grateful also to all pupils who contribute to making our weekly Mass a 
treasured part of our school life. 
 

Special Ministers of the Eucharist 
 
We are delighted to share the wonderful 
news that a group of our pupils have 
recently completed their training to become 
Special Ministers of the Eucharist ð a 
significant ministry within the Catholic 
Church and a true expression of faith and 
service within our school community. 
 
These pupils have taken part in formation 
and training, learning about the meaning of 
the Eucharist, the responsibilities of the 
ministry, and the reverence and care 
required when assisting during Mass.  
 
Their commitment, maturity, and thoughtful engagement throughout the process 
have been deeply impressive. 
 
Following the completion of their training, the pupils were formally commissioned by 
Fr John in a special service held in our School Chapel. This was a prayerful and 
joyful occasion, marking the beginning of their ministry within Bishop Vaughan. 
 
We are incredibly proud of these young people for embracing this important role 
with such sincerity and dedication. They will now support the distribution of Holy 
Communion during school Masses, playing a valued part in the spiritual life of our 
community. 
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Religious Studies Department News 

Archdiocesan Youth Retreat Day 
 
This term a group of our pupils took part in the Archdiocesan Youth Retreat Dayð
a wonderful opportunity to step back from the busyness of school life and reflect 
more deeply on faith. The theme for the day, ñJourney through the Desert,ò invited 
pupils to think about the challenges we face, the importance of trust in God, and 
the hope that guides us towards renewal. 
 
Throughout the retreat, pupils engaged in a range of thoughtful and creative 
activities, including a guided reflection, small-group discussions, Stations of the 
Cross, and a beautiful Mass. Each activity encouraged them to explore what the 
ñdesertò might symbolise in their own lives and how they can draw strength from 
faith during times of difficulty or change. Staff were incredibly impressed by the 
excellent engagement from all pupils. Their willingness to participate, share ideas 
and support one another helped create a warm, reflective and uplifting 
atmosphere. It was a joy to see them embrace the theme so openly and 
thoughtfully. 
 
We are grateful to Fr Matt Roche-Saunders and the Archdiocesan Youth Team for 
delivering such a meaningful day, and to our pupils for representing Bishop 
Vaughan so beautifully. 
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Religious Studies Department News 

Eisteddfod 2026 
 
In preparation for our school Eisteddfod this year, pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 were 
given a choice of tasks: they could either research the life and work of Saint David, 
or they could create a beautiful stained-glass window to reflect Wales and the 
Welsh culture. We were thrilled to see the standard of entries this year and we 
congratulate all pupils that took part. Some of our winning pieces of work are 
pictured below.  
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Religious Studies Department News 

ACE Day 
 
Our Year 8 pupils enjoyed a fantastic ACE Day built around the theme of being 
Curious and Active, a pair of virtues from the Catholic Pupil Profile. The day 
encouraged pupils to think creatively, work collaboratively and embrace new 
challenges, all while reflecting on how these virtues can shape their learning and 
faith journey.  
 
Pupils took part in a range of exciting activities, including: 
 

 Escape Room challenges that required problem-solving, teamwork and 
resilience 

 Faith in Action tasks exploring how small acts of kindness and service can 
make a meaningful difference 

 Building a Shelter, an activity that encouraged practical thinking, cooperation, 
and perseverance 

 Creation of a themed artwork, where pupils expressed what óCurious and 
Activeô means to them through colour, imagery and symbolism. 

 
We were delighted with the artwork produced ð it showcased creativity and 
thoughtful reflection. Staff were incredibly impressed with the engagement and 
enthusiasm shown by all pupils throughout the day.  

ACE Days continue to be an opportunity for our pupils to develop their character 
and grow in confidence, curiosity and compassion ð and indeed all of the character 
traits set out in the Catholic Pupil Profile described further overleaf for parents and 
carers newer to our school. 
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The Catholic Pupil Profile 

The Catholic Pupil Profile (CPP) is an approach adopted 
by many Catholic schools to celebrate and encourage 
virtues or positive character traits. The profile consists of 
eight statements, each containing two key virtues as 
depicted in this diagram:  
 
These virtues come from the gospels and from Catholic 
tradition, but are fundamentally human virtues shared by 
all human beings. They express what it is to be a good 
person living a virtuous life. We think this is what a well-
educated and good person who can make a difference to 
the world looks like.   
 
 
Therefore, pupils at Bishop Vaughan School are growing to be: 
 

Grateful for their own gifts, for the gift of other people, and for the 
blessings of each day; and generous with their gifts, becoming men and 
women for others. 
 
Attentive to their experience and to their vocation; and discerning about 
the choices they make and the effects of those choices. 
Compassionate towards others, near and far, especially the less 
fortunate; and loving by their just actions and forgiving words. 
 
Faith-filled in their beliefs and hopeful for the future. 
 
Eloquent and truthful in what they say of themselves, the relations 
between people, and the world. 
Learned, finding God in all things; and wise in the ways they use their 
learning for the common good. 
 
Curious about everything; and active in their engagement with the world, 
changing what they can for the better. 
 
Intentional in the way they live and use the resources of the earth, guided 
by conscience; and prophetic in the example they set to others. 
 
 

While we promote all of the virtues throughout school life, each half term we focus 
on one pair of virtues in order to really explore what these virtues are and how we 
can cultivate them in our everyday behaviours.  
 
During this term, we have looked closely at being intentional and prophetic.   
These virtues help our pupils to reflect deeply on their choices, their purpose and 
the difference they can make in the world. 
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The Catholic Pupil Profile 

This half-termôs CPP paired virtues: intentional and prophetic ð 
 

To be intentional is to act with thoughtfulness and purpose. Throughout this half 
term, pupils across the school have explored what it means to make deliberate 
choices ð whether in their learning, friendships or in the ways they use their time 
and talents. In classroom reflections, pupils identified areas where they could be 
more mindful and set small, meaningful goals. In group activities, they discussed 
how intentional actions contribute to a positive classroom community, from including 
others to persevering with challenging tasks. Our aim has been to help pupils 
understand that intentional living is not about perfection, but about being aware of 
how their actions shape who they are becoming. 
 
To be prophetic means to speak and act with courage, expressing oneôs beliefs 
and standing up for what is right ð following the example of the prophets in 
Scripture. This term, pupils have explored how they, too, can be prophetic in 
everyday life. By focusing on these virtues, pupils have gained a deeper 
understanding of how faith is lived out not only in prayer but through actions rooted 
in purpose and courage. It has been inspiring to see pupils recognise that they can 
make a meaningful impact ð both within school and beyond ð when they act with 
intention and speak the truth with love. We look forward to continuing this journey of 
growth as we move into the next half termôs virtues. 

Curious and Active: 
 
In the first half of the Spring term, pupils explored the CPP paired virtues of being 
ñcurious and activeò with tailored activities during PSE. 
 
Through discussion and debate, pupils engaged with topics from space exploration, 
the importance of social media for young people and even ñdoes pineapple belong 
on pizza?ò The session saw lots of engagement and enjoyment, with a range of 
topics for everyone! 

 

 

PSE News 
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PSE News 

Intentional and Prophetic 
 
In the second half of the Spring term, pupils explored the paired virtues of being 
óintentional and propheticô, again with tailored activities during PSE. 
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Lenten Programme of Activities 
 
Once again, the Lenten Programme of Activities 
provided opportunities for pupils and staff to pause, 
reflect and engage in a range of meaningful activities 
as part of our preparations through Lent in readiness 
for Easter.  
 
This year we are focusing our Programme of Activities 
on the Lenten message given to us by Pope Leo XIV. 
In his message, Pope Leo XIV invited us to ñcultivate 
kindnessò. We explored what this means to us as a 
school community as well as in our homes, families 
and wider communities. 
 
Pope Leo XIV reminds us that when we ñrefrain from words that offend and hurt our 
neighbouréé. hatred gives way to peace and hope.ò In turn, this improves the 
quality of our relationships and the ways we communicate with others. 
 
Through both action and reflection, the school community supported CAFOD, SVP 
and the local community while engaging in a little fun and community spirit too! 

Charity Team 
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Welsh Department News 

Welsh Dimension 
 
Dydd Santes Dwynwen 
 
Pupils celebrated Dydd Santes Dwynwen ï the patron saint of lovers ï by reading 
about the tale of Dwynwen in tutorial time and by taking part in a creative task to 
design a love spoon. Pupils learned the significance of the different symbols 
traditionally found on Celtic love spoons and incorporated these into their designs. 
As always, the standard of our pupilsô creative work was excellent! Below are the 
entries of those placing 1

st
, 2
nd
 and 3

rd
. 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        Gloria Year 8                           Leia Year 9                           Katetan Year 8 
 

 
Arholiadau Llafar - Oracy Exams 
 
March is a busy month for Year 11 with a 
small number of pupils resitting their Unit 1 
speaking exams on 10th March, followed by 
the Unit 2 speaking exams running from 
17th to 19th March.  

The department have been holding weekly 
revision sessions on Thursday lunchtimes - 
well done to all those that have attended, 
with some staying after school too. Weôre 
sure that the hard work will have paid 
dividends and wish you all the best of luck 
for the upcoming Unit 2 exams! Pob lwc! 
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Welsh Department News 

Yr Eisteddfod ï The Eisteddfod 
 
The Welsh Department organised the annual school Eisteddfod, held on Friday 6th 
March. Pupils throughout KS3 submitted various pieces of work from each 
department to compete in the event, with winning entries being revealed  
on-screen throughout the duration of the performances. 
 
A wealth of talent filled the stage, celebrating our Welsh culture and heritage. Both 
pupils and staff thoroughly enjoyed the event, especially the Year 7 pupils who were 
very vocal in expressing just how much they enjoyed it! It was also lovely to see 
many Year 11 pupils take to the stage for the first time, many of whom had hidden 
their talents for four years! 
 
In addition, and once again, the pupils did a stellar job in hosting the event and 
distributed certificates to winning entrants. Llongyfarchiadau, pawb! 
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Maths Department News 

 

UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge Results 
 

On 28th January, 50 pupils from Years 9,10 and 11 were invited to take part in the 
UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge. In the test, the pupils had to answer 25 
multiple choice Maths questions. The pupils achieved some excellent results this 
year with 18 of them gaining a certificate. The following were the best achieving in 
Bishop Vaughan. Special mention to Erin Cobley in Year 10 who achieved the 
highest mark in the school - a very impressive result! Erin was invited to do the 
kangaroo extension paper and weôre eagerly awaiting her result. Da iawn Erin! 
 

Year 11 
1
st 

  Najmul Riyas   Gold Award     
2
nd

  Joshua Lock   Silver Award  
3
rd
   Gabriella Davies  Silver Award 

4
th
   Nathan Colarina  Bronze Award 

5
th
   Niharika Chander  Bronze Award 

6
th
   Hyness Ogiku   Bronze Award 

Year 10  
1
st
   Erin Cobley   Gold Award  

2
nd
   Rhys Casey   Silver Award  

3
rd
   Natalia Malenka  Silver Award 

Year 9 
1
st
   Hubbee Suhail   Silver Award 

2
nd
   Johan Jacob   Silver Award 

3
rd
   Ivan Verona   Silver Award 

4
th
   Raphael Afante   Bronze Award 

5
th
   Jan Galazka   Bronze Award 

6
th
   Ruben Scaria   Bronze Award 

7
th
   Victoria Nije   Bronze Award 

8
th
   Oskar Szulinski   Bronze Award 

9
th
   Xue Yao Lin   Bronze Award 

 

There were some very challenging problem-solving questions and only the top 40% 
in the country receive awards. Well done to everybody that took part! 
 
The next challenge is on 29th April and this is open to Years 7 and 8 pupils. 
 
For more information on this competition or for a copy of the questions visit http://

www.ukmt.org.uk/ 

http://www.ukmt.org.uk/
http://www.ukmt.org.uk/
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Maths Department News 
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The Geography department have been busy since Christmas preparing for the 
next term ahead. 

Year 7 have begun their study of Wales, with a particular focus on National Parks. 
Pupils will complete a decision-making task on proposed development within a 
National Park. Throughout this unit, students are developing their numeracy, 
oracy and writing skills. 

Year 8 have been exploring the rainforest and 
investigating whether areas of rainforest should be 
developed. They were fortunate to welcome the Size of 
Wales project team, who visited to discuss the impact of 
palm oil production. 

Year 9 have been examining the theme of conflict, studying geographical conflicts 
from around the world. Their assessment this term focuses on the proposed High-
Speed Rail project in the UK and its implications. 

Year 10 are preparing for their WJEC examinations this summer and are currently 
studying settlement change. 

Year 11 are focusing on preparation for the Unit 2 WJEC examination and are 
currently studying development.  

Year 12 students have participated in two fieldwork 
experiences: one at Oxwich Bay to study longshore drift 
and coastal erosion, and another at Cardiff Bay to 
investigate urban regeneration.  

Year 13 geographers have fully engaged with their NEA, 
which they have now completed. They are continuing to 
consolidate their learning in readiness for their final 
examinations this summer. 

Eco-Schools  

The Eco-Schools Group has been actively preparing for the renewal of our Green 
Flag award this summer. Students are developing a new Eco-Code and have 
launched a competition for Year 7 to contribute creative entries.    

 

Additionally, the group took part in the RSPB Birdwatch and created their own 
recycling birdfeeders as part of the initiative. 

Geography Department News 
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Creative Technology Department News 

In January, 7E were treated to a visit from the Rocketry SwanSEDS team at 
Swansea University. During a D&T lesson, the team gave a fascinating presentation 
about space exploration on Mars.   
 
Pupils enjoyed seeing the rocket that the team had designed and asked lots of 
questions about the process. The whole class participated in a two hour workshop 
where they built their own moving moon buggy.  
 
This year pupils in 7E class have been supported in D&T lessons by our Sixth 
Formers, Charlie, Alana, Evangeline, Isabelle, Leila and Harrison. Weôre very 
grateful to them for giving up their spare time to volunteer for these roles. They have 
been most kind, patient and helpful to the pupils in 7E, demonstrating the values 
and dispositions that we aim to nurture in all of our pupils. 
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Health and Social Care Department News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What a fantastic success the Bishop 
Vaughan Health and Wellbeing Festival 
has been this term!  
  
Our Year 11 Health and Social Care 
learners did an amazing job leading 
educational displays and mini-workshops 
for Year 7 students, helping them learn 
more about how to look after their own 
health and wellbeing. From sharing 
practical tips to encouraging positive 
habits, it was wonderful to see our 
learners supporting and inspiring the 
younger pupils. 
  
A huge thank you to Mrs Cook and Ms 
Phelps for organising such a valuable 
and engaging event and for making the 
festival possible, and well done to 
everyone involved ï a brilliant example of 
learners learning from learners and 
promoting healthy, positive lifestyles 
across our school community!  
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Biology Department News  
 

A-Level Biologists Evaluate Conservation in Action at Bristol Zoo Project 
 
Our A-Level Biology students recently visited the 
Bristol Zoo Project, gaining valuable first-hand 
insight into how modern zoological organisations 
contribute to global conservation efforts. The trip 
allowed students to apply their classroom 
learning to real-world biological issues, 
particularly the protection of rare and endangered 
species and the promotion of sustainable 
practices. 
 
During the visit, students examined the zooôs 
approach to conservation by observing species-
specific breeding programmes, habitat design, 
and the scientific research being carried out on 
site. They evaluated how effectively these 
strategies support long-term species survival, 
considering factors such as genetic diversity, 
environmental enrichment, ethical standards of 
care and the viability of reintroduction 
programmes. 
 
A key focus of their evaluation was sustainability. Students explored how the Bristol 
Zoo Project integrates sustainability into its operations ð ranging from resource 
management and eco-friendly enclosure construction to educational outreach 
aimed at encouraging responsible environmental behaviour. They assessed how 
successfully these initiatives influence public attitudes and inspire visitors to take 
practical steps toward biodiversity protection. 
 
By critically analysing both the strengths and the challenges facing modern zoos, 
students developed a deeper understanding of the complex role these institutions 
play in conservation science. Many came away with a renewed appreciation for 
how organisations like the Bristol Zoo Project act as hubs for research, species 
preservation and public education, far beyond their traditional role as visitor 
attractions. 
 

The trip was an excellent 

opportunity for our Sixth Form 

biologists to connect theory with 

practice, reflect on the ethical 

dimensions of animal 

conservation, and consider the 

future of sustainable wildlife 

stewardship.  

 

Students represented the school exceptionally well, and we are grateful to the 

Bristol Zoo Project staff for sharing their expertise and passion. 

 


