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Completing Your Personal Statement

This worksheet is to help you think about what you could include in your personal statement.
It doesn’t need to be really long!

Remember if you need more help then you can ask a teacher,
your Careers Adviser or a parent/guardian.

Here are some ideas:

Paragraph 1 —why are you applying for your chosen course / courses? Why does it
interest you? What do you know about it and why are you suitable? If it's a subject
you currently study at GCSE —why do you enjoy it?

I am currently in Year 11 studying GCSE’s and hoping to study A’levels in college
next year. The subjects I'm planning to study are because

Examples:

Somebody who wanted to work with animals might write for instance: | would like to study
Animal Care as | am passionate about looking after animals. | already look after two dogs
which | believe will help me with my future plans.

Suitability to your chosen course/courses - you might mention experiences you have had
related to the course or any skills that you might have learnt which may help you — if you
have done volunteering or work experience related to your course choices or if you have a
part time job.

Do your current studies (e.g., GCSEs) relate to the course(s) you have chosen? If so,
how?

You can let the provider know how much you enjoy a subject by writing about a course you
have already studied that you found really interesting or you were good at.

Paragraph 2 — Skills, Achievements and Experience

Write about anything that you are proud of e.g. completing exams in a musical instrument,
excelling in anything sport / drama related, debating, winning competitions, awards for Duke
of Edinburgh. Add any positions of responsibility that you have held e.g. prefect, school
representative, mentor for younger pupils.

Mention your work experience or part time jobs that you've had or have. Talk about any
interesting hobbies/interests that you have outside of school — try to link them to skills and
experience you might need on your chosen courses. Also mention general skills and
qualities that you have to offer e.g. polite, friendly, good communication skills, good
participation in class, confident in presenting yourself




Mention attendance at school if it's good — current %
If you're really struggling then bring in what you've done in Welsh Bacc — e.g. the community

project, producing and delivering lessons to the Year 7/8’s. This shows team working,
communication and presentation skills.

Paragraph 3- Ideas and thoughts about the future

Finish off your statement by saying how your studies are going to help you in the future and
what you plan to progress onto — university / employment as well as any future career ideas.

Dos and Don’ts when writing a personal statement
e Do use your best English and check for spelling and grammar to make sure it's right
Do be enthusiastic — if you show interest in the course it will help you

Do ask people that you trust to read it through and give you feedback e.g. a teacher,
Careers Adviser, parent/guardian

Don’t exaggerate — you may well be asked about what you have written if you attend
an appointment with the provider.

Don’t leave it until the last minute — it is a good idea to give yourself time to think
about what you write to make sure that you don’t forget anything.

Personal Statement - Example 1 (Academic)

I am currently studying a range of GCSE's and aiming for A’s and B’s. | would like to apply
for English Language, Economics, Law and History at A'Level and plan to go on and study
Law at university to eventually become a lawyer. | understand that there are different areas a
lawyer can work in and would like to learn more about this through studying Law. | like the
idea of being able to legally represent people and help them with problems that they have. |
consider myself to a confident, hardworking, polite and friendly person.

| enjoy IT and Food and Nutrition because | find them interesting to learn. My favourite
subject is English as | enjoy reading, writing, using a wide range of vocabulary and
evaluating characters from novels. | am able to work to deadlines in school and aim to do the
best | can in all my subjects as well as having have excellent attendance which is currently
at 98%.

| have been a member of the girls’ basketball team and have represented my school as well
as playing for a team outside of school. | completed my work experience in a shoe shop and
gained various skills including how to deal with difficult customers and learned how to
communicate with customers which will help me for the future.

| like reading, watching films, listening to music, playing basketball and socialising with
friends and family. My friends and family say | am a pleasant, kind, caring, considerate and
quiet person. | would say other people see me as a kind, friendly, respectful and down to
earth person

| am looking forward to going on to college to study further and know that this will help me




achieve what | want to do in the future.

Personal Statement — Example 2

| am interested in joining the Sixth Form because | want to gain A-levels in Product Design,
Computer Science and Maths which will then help me get into university. At the moment I'm
quite interested in becoming an architect, having had some work experience recently, but |

feel that my choice of subjects will help to keep my options open.

I have excellent attendance (currently at 95%), punctuality, a strong work ethic when it
comes to being in class and completing homework.

I have good skills in communication and team work which | developed during work
experience for an architecture company. | also had the opportunity to learn more about
computers and using them to produce technical drawings as well as insight into the job role.
| feel that the subjects I've chosen at A’level would be relevant for studying architecture at
university but also something to do with IT which I'm also interested in. In my mock exams |
achieved an A grade in both IT and Maths, which makes me feel confident that these are
suitable choices at A’Level.

From sitting my mocks back in December | have learnt that a lot of preparation has to be
done for success in these exams. Also the workload in school has been increasing in both
class-work and coursework and | know that if we do not meet the deadlines then the
workload increases even more!

In my spare time | go out with friends and play football and cricket. | used to play cricket for a
club and here | met new people, where | gained communication skills and increased my self-
confidence

| enjoy watching football and have a season ticket for Bolton Wanderers. | like listening to
music and playing a lot of sports. | sometimes help my uncle out at his decorating business
where | get to meet new people, develop my confidence and skills.

| am looking forward to going onto 6™ form and aim to study hard for my A’levels with the
hope that | will go onto university, maybe to do architecture or something with computers.

Personal Statement — Example 3 (Vocational Course)

I am currently in Year 11 and sitting my GCSE'’s in the Summer. | would like to apply to
college to study a course in Bricklaying because it's something | enjoy doing as part of my
construction course in school. | am a more practical person who prefers hands on work
rather than being in a classroom. | have been studying construction for the past 2 years
where | have had the opportunity to get experience in all trades but bricklaying was the part |
enjoyed the most and have learnt how to build a wall. | also have a knowledge of the
different tools that are used as well as health and safety regulations. | feel that having this
skill would give me the chance to have my own business in the future. | also enjoy working
outdoors and doing physical work which I've had a lot of experience in. | live on a farm
where | help out doing things like feeding the animals, driving the tractor and keeping the
place tidy so | am used to working out in any weather.

| consider myself to be a friendly and polite person and always up early when I'm needed on
the farm. | work well as part of a team and have had to do this as part of my construction
course. For my work experience | worked with my grandfather doing plastering where | was
doing general laboring and nailing plasterboards to walls. | don’t mind doing physical work
and getting my hands dirty and am able to get on with tasks unsupervised.

In my spare time | enjoy being outdoors and have my own off road motorbike. | also do a bit
of fishing locally and enjoy hanging out with my friends when I'm not working on the farm. |
would like to get a trade through college or an apprenticeship so that one day | might have




my own business.

| feel that by completing a full time course in college first will help to develop my skills further
and stand me a better chance of finding an apprenticeship next year.




